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     Dr. Shouleh Nikzad is a JPL Fellow, Senior Research Scientist, Principal Engineer, and the Lead for Advanced
Detectors, Systems, and Nanoscience Group at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory. She holds visiting faculty and
lecturer appointments at the Caltech Physics Math, and Astronomy Division, the Caltech Medical Engineering
Department. She also previously held a visiting faculty position at the Cedar Sinai Medical Center’s Neurosurgery
Department. She is a fellow of the National Academy of Inventors, the American Physical Society, IEEE, and SPIE. She
was a founding Board of Directors member and past president (2014-2015) of the Society for Brain Mapping and
Therapeutics (SBMT) during which she presented SBMT’s Beacon of Courage and Dedication Award to Professor
Stephen Hawking. 

Her awards and recognitions include SPIE Luminary 2021, SPIE’s Aden and Marjorie Meinel Technology Achievement
Award (2021), NASA Outstanding Leadership Medal (2020), NASA Honor Award – Group Achievement Awards, IEEE
Distinguished Lecturer Award, SBMT Pioneer in Medicine Award (technology and leadership), OSA Global Women of
Light, and NASA-JPL’s Lew Allen Award of Excellence. Dr. Nikzad earned a BS in Electrical Engineering with honors
from USC, an MSEE from Caltech, and a Ph.D. in Applied Physics from Caltech. She holds over 20 US patents and has
over 200 publications including peer-reviewed articles, proceedings, book chapters, review papers, popular articles,
and editorials. 
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   Shouleh Nikzad, PhD



First Name

Last Name

Dr. Renee Williams holds a Ph.D. in Analytical

Chemistry with an with expertise in Biological

Mass Spectrometry from the University of

California, Riverside. In addition to her Ph.D.,

Renee also holds a Masters of Business

Administration (MBA) from Cornell Johnson

Graduate School of Management and Smith

School of Business at Queen's University. Renee is

currently a Limited Partner for Acrew Capital and

recently joined Eli Lilly as a Senior Advisor,

External Strategy Genetic Medicines. Renee’s prior

experience includes involvement in Senior

Manager Business Strategy and Operations at

Janssen BioPharma, being a Chemistry Educator,

and involvement as a Resources “Foster” Parent in

San Mateo County. Renee has won several honors

and awards, including seven "Inspire Awards"

Associated with The Janssen Pharmaceutical

Companies of Johnson & Johnson.

Renee is an intelligent woman that is highly driven

to achieve. Her assertive nature and willingness to

be ‘uncomfortable’ have been the key to her

success thus far. One of Renee’s greatest

strengths is courage and the ability to recover

quickly from a setback. Because she view’s

disappointment as an opportunity and challenge

as an adventure, she is constantly looking to

progress and expand past norms, even if it means

taking a calculated risk. She is not afraid to fail but

absolutely prepared to win. It is this mindset that

has sustained Renee through the sum of her

experiences and will undoubtedly continue to

serve her well in future endeavors.

Panelists 

Veenu Aishwarya Renee Williams, PhD, MBA
An immigrant from India, Veenu Aishwarya is the

founder and CEO of two startup biotech

companies, AUM LifeTech Inc. and AUM BioTech

LLC. At AUM LifeTech, a preclinical stage

company, Mr. Aishwarya has been strategizing

revolutionary concepts to develop RNA targeting

therapeutics for genetically defined diseases

including cancer, CNS, and viral diseases. At AUM

BioTech, he focuses on the applications of self-

delivering RNA silencing technology to facilitate

discoveries and innovations in biomedical

research. In a span of just a few years, under Mr.

Aishwarya’s leadership, his companies have

managed to ship out products to over 27 countries

across five continents. Mr. Aishwarya has invented

several new medical applications of AUM

LifeTech's RNA silencing FANA ASO technology

including novel approaches for cancer

immunotherapy, neurodegenerative diseases, and

prevention of viral infections. Mr. Aishwarya has

also successfully secured federal grants (as a

principal investigator) from the NIH to advance

AUM LifeTech's preclinical programs.

In 2017, Mr. Aishwarya was recognized as

Millennials to Watch in Life Sciences, and in 2018,

as one of the 2018 Health Care Innovators by the

Philadelphia Business Journal. In 2019, Mr.

Aishwarya was recognized as the Forty under 40

business leaders by the Philadelphia Business

Journal. He is also an invited member of the

Philadelphia Leadership Trust and was

recognized as a Business Influencer by the

Philadelphia Business Journal in 2020. Most

recently, Mr. Aishwarya was recognized as the

2021 Diversity Leaders in Business by the

Philadelphia Business Journal. In 2022, Mr.

Aishwarya was again recognized as one of the

Business Influencers.



First Name

Last Name

Dr. Caroline Köhrer received her Ph.D. from the

University of Innsbruck, Austria. She has been

working as the lead RNA Science Department

within the R&D Platform of Moderna (Cambridge,

USA) since 2017 and is focused on advancing

mRNA-based technology for application as a new

drug modality in infectious disease, personalized

cancer medicine, oncology, autoimmune and rare

disease. Prior to this, she worked as a research

scientist at the Massachusetts Institute of

Technology (Cambridge, USA). She is deeply

passionate about expanding mechanistic

understanding of RNA biology which is critical

toward developing the engineering principles

underlying current and future mRNA therapeutics.

Rachel Trabert is an Assembly, Test, and Launch

Operations Systems Engineer for NASA Jet

Propulsion Laboratory for the Europa Clipper

Mission.  Her current work focuses on the

integration and test planning, procedure

preparation, and various other tasks specific to

payload instruments. She has worked at NASA Jet

Propulsion Laboratory for over 8 years and has

worked on several different missions.  She earned

her B.S. in Aerospace Engineering and M.S. in

Atmospheric, Oceanic, and Space Sciences with a

focus in Space Plasma Physics from the University

of Michigan.
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First Name

Last Name

Dr. Irina Kukuyeva is currently the Fractional Chief

Data Officer through Kukuyeva Consulting, as well

as an advisory board member at West Coast

Consortium for Technology & Innovation in

Pediatrics (CTIP) and UCLA Masters of Applied

Statistics. 

Irina is a business-focused technology leader

advising companies on how to improve market fit

and scale products by understanding and solving

customer pain points with the help of data. She

has 10 years of expertise in AI and IoT, helping

start-ups and Global Fortune 500 companies

develop data products that increase revenue.

She has mentored over 100 data professionals 1-1

(since 2013) and over 100 start-ups through

accelerators and community events (since 2017).

This is her 4th time mentoring at GWiS.

Irina holds a PhD in Statistics from UCLA, where

she developed a novel image compression

algorithm and uncovered similarities between two

storms on Jupiter -- a finding confirmed by NASA’s

Juno mission 6 years later.

Mary Canady, PhD Irina Kukuyeva, PhD, MS
Dr. Mary Canady has a Ph.D. in biochemistry and is

the founder of Biotech Networks, the leading

resource for more than 50K life scientists to

connect, learn, and grow. Dr. Canady has led

marketing and communications teams to meet

business objectives at large global life science

companies as well as at biotech startups. A tireless

advocate and mentor to life scientists, she offers

presentations about networking and careers

regularly. Canady is also a leader in advancing

science communication, advocacy, and diversity

and has led organizations and teams to further her

life’s mission to empower every scientist to make a

bigger impact.
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/marycanady
https://biotechnetworks.org/


Sonia Maryam Setayesh is a 3rd year Ph.D.

candidate at the University of Southern

California`s Michelson Center. Her research

focuses on utilizing high-definition liquid biopsy to

study the biology of circulating tumor cells,

extracellular vesicles, and the immune landscape

of disease in carcinomas and hematological

malignancies. Her work is focused on integrating

single-cell morpho-proto-genomic data from

peripheral blood and bone marrow aspirate

samples into machine learning models capable of

predicting tumor progression and clinical

outcome. She is deeply passionate about

advancing human health through innovative

science and serves as a development associate for

Biotech Connection Los Angeles, where she helps

connect young scientists and aspiring

entrepreneurs with many corporate partners with

the goal of growing the biotech landscape of Los

Angeles. 

Sonia Maryam Setayesh, MS

Career Panel Moderator 
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Floor 1

Roundtable Discussion Topics

 R&D Immunology/Oncology
 R&D Neuroscience
 R&D Drug Discovery
 R&D Drug Development
 Clinical Scientist
 Medical Device
 Regulatory Affairs
 Manufacturing and Operations
 Materials Science
 Medical Science Liaison
 Medical Affairs
 Medical Writing

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.

Floor 2

13. Scientific Communication
14. Entrepreneurship
15. Bioscience Venture Capital
16. Intellectual Property Law
17. Technology Transfer & Licensing
18. Data Science
19. Software Engineering
20. Aerospace Engineering
21. Science Policy
22. Career Coaching
23. GWIS LA Leadership



Table 1:  R&D Immunology & Oncology
Amriti Lulla, PhD
Amriti Lulla is a translational researcher in the field of oncology, with 9
years of experience in multiple tumor indications. I have co-authored
several peer-reviewed publications exploring the mechanism of action for
cancer therapeutics targeting cell death/cell stress pathways, tumor
suppressor genes, and stem cell self-renewal. I have presented my work at
international conferences and received various awards. I have training in
several in vitro techniques and experience with different in vivo models of
cancer, immune-oncology, cancer biology, and signaling. 

Mariana Uchoa, PhD
Mariana Uchoa is the head of the Immunology department at Karma
Biotechnologies.  Her scientific career began with elucidating imbalanced
pathways in neurodegenerative diseases, which led her to explore
harnessing the power of the innate immune system to ameliorate
Alzheimer’s disease. She joined Karma in April of 2020 and began working
on developing Xavines TM, Karma’s lipid nanoparticles engineered to
induce precision immune tolerance in antigen-presenting cells. She
continues to develop and generate proof-of-concept data for Xavines TM
against a diverse array of autoimmune diseases.

Table 2:  R&D Neuroscience

Jennifer Bramen, PhD
Jennifer Bramen holds a Ph.D. in Neuroscience from the University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) and completed her postdoctoral research
fellowship at the Laboratory of Neuroimaging (LONI). She has worked as
an Assistant Research Neuroscientist at UCLA’s CCN, taught in the
Neuroimaging Training Program, and delivered an individualized, brain-
based coaching program to clients for five years. She is currently a Senior
Research Scientist at the Pacific Neuroscience Institute Foundation
working alongside clinician-scientists at the Pacific Brain Health Center to
bridge the gap between the translational research pipeline and full clinical
implementation. She is also spearheading the Pacific Neuroscience
Institute Foundation’s new Neuroimaging Core.

Aarti Mishra, PhD
Aarti is a translational neuro-immunologist with 10 years of experience in
neuroscience and immunology research. She is experienced in identifying
and developing fluid and cell-based target engagement, pharmacodynamic,
and patient selection biomarkers for the clinical development of
therapeutics treating neurological and immunological disorders. She is
currently a Senior Scientist I in Translational Immunology at AbbVie.



Table 3:  R&D Drug Discovery

Susan Lacy, PhD

Elizabeth Wilson, PhD
Liz Wilson is a career Immunologist with almost 20 years of experience.
She has more than a dozen publications in multiple top tier journals, has
presented at national meetings, and been invited to write multiple review
articles. In 2013, with the explosion of immune oncology, she joined the
Discovery group at Agensys Inc in Santa Monica, a subsidiary of Astellas
Inc. specializing in Antibody Drug Conjugates and biologic therapeutics for
oncology. Currently she is a Senior Principal Scientist at Pfizer’s Center for
Therapeutic Innovation which seeks to transform drug discovery through
networked collaborations with academia bridging the best ideas in science
with Pfizer’s world class drug development capabilities. Liz is also an avid
rower and still enjoys coaching and competing. 

Susan Lacy holds a Ph.D. in Molecular Biology with an emphasis in Cancer
and Genetics from McMaster University. She is an accomplished drug
discovery leader in Oncology and Immunology with extensive industry
experience generating novel therapeutics to several target classes for
clinical development. She has a good track record of embracing disruptive
technologies and establishing research strategies and commensurate
teams to support them. Recognized as a globally collaborative scientist
and articulate communicator who excels in a multidisciplinary
environment.

Table 4:  R&D Drug Development

Caroline is currently a Scientist in the Drug Delivery Sciences group at
AbbVie, where she is focused on developing innovative drug delivery
solutions across multiple therapeutic areas with a specific emphasis on
sustained release delivery. Caroline obtained her PhD in Chemistry from
the University of Southern California. Her doctoral work focused on
oncology drug discovery and a novel drug delivery system for traumatic
brain injury. Following her PhD, she continued her training as a Drug
Delivery Postdoctoral Fellow in the USC-AbbVie Postdoctoral Fellowship
program.

Caroline Black, PhD

Andrea has a Ph.D. in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology from UCLA and
recently completed her postdoctoral work at Novartis Institutes for
Biomedical Research (NIBR), where she focused on Chemical Biology /
Cellular and Molecular Biology. She is currently a Principal Scientist at
NIBR, where she is focused on designing and running high throughput
screens for both cellular assays and genomic assays, using Next
Generation Sequencing to uncover transcriptomic signatures important in
drug development and new therapies.

Andrea Hadjikyriacou, PhD



Table 5:  Clinical Scientist
Yelena Kulik, PhD
Yelena Kulik is a Clinical Scientist with therapeutic experience spanning
immunology, neuroscience, and respiratory disease. A neuroscientist by
training, she obtained her B.S. in Neurobiology from the University of Texas
at Austin and her Ph.D. in Neuroscience from The University of California,
San Francisco. She joined Genentech in 2019 as a Clinical Science
Assistant in Product Development. She currently supports Phase I and
Phase II clinical trials as a Clinical Scientist in Genentech Research and
Early Development (gRED).

Hannah Huh, PharmD
Hannah is currently a clinical pharmacology scientist at AbbVie with a
focus in local delivery PK. Prior to her role, she graduated with a PharmD at
the University of the Pacific and went on to expand her training in drug
development by working as a clinical pharmacology fellow in the USC-
AbbVie Pharmaceutical Industry Fellowship program.

Danica Griffin, MS
Danica has 10 years of clinical research experience working in the hospital
setting of clinical trials. She is currently at Sharp Healthcare in San Diego.
Adult oncology is her most recent therapeutic area of expertise. Her
previous roles were in Pediatric Cardiology at Rady Children’s Hospital and
Pediatric Intensive Care at Lurie Children’s Hospital in Chicago. Her current
role involves collaboration with pharmaceutical companies during drug
development and efficacy testing. She enrolls patients on trials during the
various phases of development and follow and care for patients through
their trial participation. 

Smruti M. Phadnis, PhD, MBA
Dr. Smruti M. Phadnis has been at Agilent Technologies for over 7 years,
first as a research scientist developing cell analysis and cell engineering
products and now as a Global Marketing Manager for Biopharma Segment,
taking these products to the Cell and Gene therapy end market. Prior to
joining Agilent, I was a post-doctoral fellow at Stanford University building
tools for clinical applications of pluripotent stem cells and a PhD student
at Pune University, India researching the clinical applications of adult stem
cells for degenerative disease. 

Table 6:  Medical Device



Table 7:  Regulatory Affairs
Rita Algorri, PhD
Rita Algorri is a Regulatory Affairs Manager (CMC) at Amgen. In this role, she
supports key Advocacy & External Engagement activities, focusing on
developing strategies for automating and modernizing the regulatory
submission and review paradigm. Rita earned a PhD in Clinical and
Experimental Therapeutics and a Master's in Regulatory Science from USC
School of Pharmacy. Her doctoral thesis work focused on
immunomodulatory effects of antibiotics in the context of Staphylococcus
aureus bloodstream infection. 

Anne Chew, PhD
Executive Deputy Director for the UPenn Center for Cellular Immunotherapies (CCI)
and one of the co-founders of Tmunity Therapeutics. Responsible for overall
strategic and operational leadership of all CCI-sponsored research programs and
translational development initiatives in cell and gene therapy. Serves in senior
regulatory, clinical operations, manufacturing operations, and translational sciences
roles. Has over 15 years of translational research and development experience in
both industry and academic settings. Together with Novartis, Dr. Chew played a
pivotal role in preparing the UPenn CTL019 submission to the FDA that was granted
Breakthrough Designation and served as Co-Chair on the UPenn-Novartis Global
Program Team for CTL019 (Kymriah) clinical development.

Bethany Hills, JD, MPH
As co-lead of the FDA Regulatory & Compliance practice, Bethany Hills
advises her life sciences and health tech industry clients on both pre- and
post-market issues, including everything from FDA submissions and
communication strategies to post-approval FDA and healthcare compliance
and reimbursement issues.  Bethany leverages her deep FDA regulatory
experience and exceptional knowledge of the healthcare delivery system to
help both domestic and international life sciences and healthcare technology
clients enter and navigate the U.S. market. She helps companies manage the
full range of FDA regulation issues.



Shannon Hall
Shannon Hall is a co-founder and CEO of Pow.bio, the company building
the manufacturing platform for a biology enabled world. She has decades
of experience building teams that drive innovation. Shannon is also the
BioTrack chair at the UC Berkeley SkyDeck Accelerator, and active Angel
Investor and serves on several Boards of Directors. Shannon Hall is an
accomplished leader and strategist. She has over 25 years of Life Sciences
Tools industry experience, and over 10 years in executive leadership roles.
She has driven multiple business building projects and is equally confident
with M and A projects as well as internal programs such as ERP
implementation. She is committed to ensuring business priorities are
founded in the success of customers. 

Table 8: Manufacturing and Operations

Lindsay Bourgeois
Lindsay Bourgeois joins us with several years of experience developing
startups as both Site Manager and Director of Operations for Lake Pharma,
and Director of Program Management at BioRasi. She is a brings
knowledge of both hands-on lab bench experience in research and
development, managing laboratory operations, and supervising project
management and lab staff. Currently helping develop the LA bioscience
ecosystem, as Director of BioLabs LA at the Lundquist Institute. 



Table 9: Materials Science
Savannah Kapper, PhD
Savannah is currently a Senior Chemist at Adesis. She has over 10 years of
experience in the synthesis, purification, and characterization of novel
organic and organometallic compounds. She obtained her Ph.D. in
Organometallic Chemistry in Mark Thompson's Lab at the University of
Southern California, where her work focused on the design and synthesis of
novel materials for organic light-emitting diode applications. Prior to her
graduate work, she obtained her BS in Chemistry from Eastern Illinois
University.

Abegail Tadle, PhD
Abegail is currently a Research Chemist at Cevians, where she is developing
materials which can be used in displays and optical filters. Abegail obtained
her PhD in Chemistry from University of Southern California. Her doctoral
work focused on the development of near infrared absorbers and blue
emitters for organic photovoltaics and organic light emitting diodes,
respectively. Prior to starting graduate school at USC, she worked at an
aerospace company and obtained her Master’s degree in Organic
Chemistry. 

Rasha Hamze, PhD
Rasha Hamze is a research scientist at Universal Display Corporation,
investigating novel chemistry for OLED applications that meet strict
requirements of efficiency, color purity, and stability. She received her PhD
in chemistry working under Prof. Mark Thompson at USC, where she was
able to maximize the luminescent properties of complexes comprising
earth-abundant metals to rival those of their rare-earth metal counterparts,
marking the first 100% efficient copper-based phosphor. She has published
multiple academic papers, a book chapter, and over twenty patents and
patent applications.



Table 10: Medical Science Liaison
Arockia Gaskill, PhD
I am Arockia, finished my Ph.D. In chemical Engineering with a focus on
biomedical and oncology at IIT Bombay, India. I was invited to give a talk on
my research and then received a scholarship to be a postdoctoral fellow at
UTSouthwestern medical center, Texas. I thoroughly enjoyed doing science
with clinicians and am also equally excited to be in leadership roles and
outreach activities. To have a more direct impact on patients' lives, I
pivoted to be an MSL in the industry, It’s very rewarding and fulfilling! I am
inherently curious and a divergent thinker to understand and dissect the
why for bettering practice excellence and patient health outcomes. 

Jill Tsai, PhD
Dr. Jill Tsai is a medical science liaison (MSL) currently working for a
cancer diagnostics company. Her training involved a PhD in cancer
genetics where she authored multiple publications elucidating the
mechanisms that regulate DNA double-strand break repair. Her journey to
becoming an MSL involved identifying her passion for improving clinical
care for patients and educating advanced practice providers. She was able
to successfully transition from a PhD program to her current position as an
MSL. She encourages other women interested in off-the-bench careers to
explore industry positions.

Donna Taraborelli, MBE, MPH
Donna Taraborelli is a third-year Doctor of Public Health candidate at the
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. She is interested in innovation
and entrepreneurship in healthcare. She is also a Fellow with the Yard
Ventures and Harvard’s Office of Technology Development. Before Harvard,
Donna worked in drug development at large and small pharmaceutical
companies, holding leadership positions across R&D, Corporate
Development, and Medical Affairs. She holds a Master of Public Health
from Johns Hopkins University, a Master of Bioethics from the University of
Pennsylvania, and a BA in Psychology from the University of Rhode Island.

Table 11: Medical Affairs
Tayebeh Anajafi, MS, PhD
Tayebeh is currently a Publications Specialist in Eyecare and Specialty
Medicine at AbbVie. Prior to her role, she obtained her M.Sc. in
Biotechnology and Ph.D. in Pharmaceutical Sciences. After her Ph.D. she
worked as Scientist/PI at Eurofins and ThermoFisher Scientific. She then
continued her training by completing a post-doctoral fellowship in
Pharmaceutical Sciences, where she joined AbbVie in 2020 in the Solid
Formulations department. She also holds a graduate certificate in
Regulatory and Clinical Affairs. In her free time, Tayebeh enjoys painting,
gardening, swimming, biking, camping and time with family.



Table 12: Medical Writing

Nayna Sanathara, PhD
Nayna Sanathara is the Associate Director of Medical Writing at Ascendis
Pharma Inc. in the Endocrine Medical Sciences group. Nayna serves as a
key contributor to both internal and external communications of Ascendis
data across all endocrine therapeutic areas. She is involved in working
cross-functionally to develop conference abstracts, primary and secondary
manuscripts, and other critical writing content for Medical Affairs.

Shannon Liu Rao, PhD
Shannon is currently a medical writing manager at Amgen. She is a highly
motivated biomedical scientist with more than 10 years of hands-on
experience in laboratory research. Expertise in cellular/molecular biology,
oncology biomarkers development and molecular diagnostics. She has
extensive experience building collaborative relationships between
academia and industry.



Table 13: Scientific Communication
Sarah Nightingale, MS, PhD
Sarah is a writer, editor, and communicator who enjoys untangling complex
concepts and crafting stories (and visuals) that readers can understand
and enjoy. Sarah currently serves as the assistant director for content and
publications at the University of California, Riverside. Prior to that, she
spent three years as a freelance writer and editor including for the National
Association of Science Writers. Sarah's experience spans the
communications spectrum, including media relations, publications, public
relations, internal communications, marketing, and social media
management. She earned her Ph.D. in molecular microbiology and
immunology from the University of Southern California and master’s in
journalism from Kansas State University.

Amanda Frataccia, MSMI, CMI
Amanda Frataccia is a board-certified medical illustrator and serves as Art
Director for Medical Illustration at the Keck School of Medicine of USC. In
her position at Keck, she works closely with teaching faculty to create
educational visuals for use throughout the curriculum. Amanda also runs a
successful illustration studio, Frataccia Studios LLC, where she works with
a variety of clients in the scientific and healthcare industries. Amanda
earned her BFA from the University of Georgia and a Master of Science in
Medical Illustration (MSMI) from Augusta University (formerly The Medical
College of Georgia). In addition to receiving multiple awards for her work,
she serves as an adviser on Augusta University's National Advisory Council
for the Medical Illustration Graduate Program. She is also a professional
member of the Association of Medical Illustrators and the Guild of Natural
Science Illustrators. 

Sarah Wilkinson, PhD
Sarah is a scientific writer at City of Hope Comprehensive Cancer Center,
where I help scientific investigators develop compelling grant proposals
and other written scientific documents. I earned a BA in Biology from the
University of Virginia, and a PhD in Cancer Biology from the University of
Arizona, where I also performed cancer research as a post-doctoral fellow. I
moved from the laboratory into scientific communication as Research
Translation Coordinator for the environmental health-focused Superfund
Research Program at University of Arizona, before coming to City of Hope
to focus on scientific writing full-time.



Shu Li, Ph.D., is CEO and Co-founder of Petri Bio, an LA-based biotech
startup developing novel probiotics to increase healthspan and lifespan.
Previously she co-founded Alpine Roads (now Nobell Foods), a YC-backed
startup using genetically modified plants to produce animal proteins. She
has a Ph.D. in Plant Biology from Penn State University. In her spare time,
she is a long-term member and serving as the President-Elect of the
National Graduate Women In Science (GWIS), advocating for
underrepresented scientists, entrepreneurs, and leaders in STEM.

Chorom is currently the CEO and founder of LynxBio in San Diego. LynxBio
is a clinical-stage biotechnology company combining physiologically
relevant suspension cell co-culture assays, automated microfluidics, and
deep learning analytics with the goal of rapidly advancing drug candidates
in oncology and bringing personalized cancer treatments to patients
(lynx.bio). Before founding LynxBio, Dr. Pak gained experience at Cellectar
Biosciences, Inc. as a biologist followed by the research and development
lead.

Table 14: Entrepreneurship
Shu Li, PhD

Chorom Pak, PhD

Table 15: Bioscience Venture Capital
Jingyi Liu, MD
Jingyi is a rising PGY-2 resident in internal medicine at the Brigham and
Women’s Hospital, co-founder of the Behind Biotech media brand, and a
founding board member of Launch/Nucleate Philly. In addition to training
as a clinical doctor, Jingyi has held a variety of roles in biotech from venture
creation to public equities. She is currently completing her MBA at the
Wharton School and received her MD from Harvard.

Eric is a Venture Associate at Pillar VC and Petri, as well as a Ph.D.
Candidate in Bioengineering at the University of Pennsylvania. Additionally,
Eric is a correspondent for the Timmerman Report and Co-Founder and
Managing Director of Bio Launch/Nucleate Philly, Penn’s first student-led
biotech accelerator. Eric also hosts the Behind Biotech podcast. Eric is
passionate about driving progress in life science innovations for human
and environmental health. Outside of his work, Eric enjoys playing violin
and cooking. You can follow Eric on LinkedIn and Twitter.

Eric Dai, PhD



Table 16: Intellectual Property Law
Michelle Bradley, PhD

Yan Qi, JD, PhD
A senior patent counsel at Genentech, Inc. Prior to joining Genentech, she was
a patent attorney at Morrison & Foerster, LLP., helping clients ranging from
individual inventors to multinational pharmaceutical companies on building
strategic patent portfolios in various biotechnology fields, including antibodies,
RNA therapeutics, cell therapies, gene therapies, vaccines, oncolytic viruses,
and genome editing. She obtained her J.D. degree from Santa Clara University
Law School. She obtained her Ph.D. in biophysics from Harvard University.

Table 17: Technology Transfer & Licensing
Elisabeth Rutledge, PhD
Elisabeth is currently working as a licensing associate at the USC Stevens
Center for Innovation. She completed her Ph.D. in Development, Stem Cell,
and Regeneration at USC and her BA in Cell and Molecular Biology
(Occidental College).

Hannah Dvorak Carbone, PhD, RTTP
Hannah is currently the Director for Innovation, Patents, & Licensing in the
Office of Technology Transfer and Corporate Partnerships (OTTCP),
Caltech. She was previously a management consultant at the Toronto
office of McKinsey & Company. Hannah earned her BSc in biology at
Queen’s University (Kingston) in 1992 and her PhD in neurobiology at
Caltech in 1999.

Dr. Michelle Bradley focuses her work on patent drafting and IP due to
diligence inquiries, including freedom-to-operate and patentability analyses,
with an emphasis on biotechnology and pharmaceuticals. Areas of her
research included chemistry, biochemistry, and mitochondrial metabolism.
Michelle earned her Ph.D. and M.S. in Biochemistry, Molecular and
Structural Biology from the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).  



Table 18: Data Science
Irina Kukuyeva, PhD, MS
Dr. Irina Kukuyeva is currently the Fractional Chief Data Officer through
Kukuyeva Consulting, as well as an advisory board member at West Coast
Consortium for Technology & Innovation in Pediatrics (CTIP) and UCLA
Masters of Applied Statistics. Irina is a business-focused technology leader
advising companies on how to improve market fit and scale products by
understanding and solving customer pain points with the help of data. She
has 10 years of expertise in AI and IoT, helping start-ups and Global Fortune
500 companies develop data products that increase revenue. She has
mentored over 100 data professionals 1-1 (since 2013) and over 100 start-
ups through accelerators and community events (since 2017). This is her
4th time mentoring at GWIS. Irina holds a PhD in Statistics from UCLA,
where she developed a novel image compression algorithm and uncovered
similarities between two storms on Jupiter -- a finding confirmed by NASA’s
Juno mission 6 years later.

Table 19: Software Engineering
Claudia Hernandez 
Claudia Hernandez received her Bachelors in Science in Computer Science
from the University of California, Irvine. She is currently a interm CTO and
Senior Developer of Onsite Waste Technologies, a startup located in
Newport Beach focusing on providing alternate methods for medical waste
disposal. Previously, Claudia was a data engineer and Python data analyst
at NBC Universal Media, LLC, and has years of experience in educational
STEM instruction.

Michelle Brenner
Michelle (she/her) is a Senior Software Engineer with 11 years of
experience. She started in engineering support and now leads large-scale
development projects. A Philadelphia native that currently calls Los
Angeles home, she is an art school graduate and a self-taught engineer.
During her career, she has enjoyed creating software to help others
succeed, from artists to restaurateurs to fellow engineers. She uses her
experience to advise entrepreneurs on topics from technical to team
building. Michelle shares her engineering travails and passion for DEI
through speaking at over 30 conferences, being a guest on multiple
podcasts, and publishing in STMPE, 97 Things Every Cloud Engineer Should
Know, and online at LeadDev, dev.to, and OpenSource, with the hope others
can learn from her challenges. 

http://dev.to/


Table 20: Aerospace Engineering
Revathi Jambunathan
Revathi Jambunathan is a career-track research scientist at the Center for
Computational Sciences and Engineering in Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory. She is one of the core developers of the electromagnetic
particle-in-cell WarpX code and she is currently studying relativistic plasma
physics applied to particle accelerators, astrophysical phenomena, and also
modeling next-generation microelectronics devices.

Rachel Trabert
Rachel is an Assembly, Test, and Launch engineer at NASA's Jet Propulsion
Laboratory in Pasadena, CA. She has been at JPL for 9 years and has
worked on a number of missions supporting earth science and astronomy.
She is currently a member of the Europa Clipper Mission and looks forward
to delivering the satellite to the launch pad in 2024. Rachel earned her
Masters in Atmospheric. Oceanic and Space Sciences with a focus on
Plasma Physics in 2012 and a bachelors in Aerospace Engineering in 2011,
both degrees are from the University of Michigan.

Table 21: Science Policy
Betsy Melenbrink, PhD
Betsy is a program analyst in the Office of Science and Technology (S&T)
Cooperation at the State Department where she facilitates government-to-
government S&T cooperation between the U.S. and other Western
Hemisphere countries.  Betsy previously served in the State Department’s
Bureau of Energy Resources as a AAAS S&T Policy Fellow, where she led
energy diplomacy in South Asia. Betsy holds a Ph.D. in Chemistry from the
University of Southern California where she designed and synthesized
semiconducting plastics for use in flexible electronics, with a particular
focus on solar photovoltaics. Prior to her graduate studies, she worked as
an Oak Ridge Institute of Science and Education Fellow at the
Environmental Protection Agency.

Breanne Wright, PhD
Dr. Breanne Wright is Deputy Director of the Science Department at  the
Center for Science in the Public Interest. She holds an M.S. and Ph.D. in
Nutrition Science from Purdue University and completed a Postdoctoral
Fellowship in the Social and Behavioral Sciences Branch at the Eunice
Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development
(NIH). At CSPI, Breanne provides strategic oversight to facilitate and
strengthen the use of rigorous scientific methods and standards across the
organization and serves as a liaison between CSPI and external scientists
in academia and at partnering organizations.



Table 22: Career Coaching
Carol Lin, PhD
Dr. Lin is currently an Associate Professor of Clinical Medical Education
and Biochemistry and Molecular Biology at Keck School of Medicine USC.
She is an experienced biotechnology graduate program administrator and
teacher with a proven track record in academic program design and
management, industry relationship building, curriculum development and
student outcome assessment.

Kate (Sleeth) Patterson, PhD
Kate Sleeth has a Ph.D. in Biochemistry from the University of Reading, UK.
She has performed research at the Medical Research Council, the
University of Sheffield, the University of Oxford and City of Hope. She is a
previous member of the Board of Directors of the National Postdoctoral
Association, having served as Chair of the Board, Oversight Officer and a
member of the Executive Committee. Moving away from the bench led to
administration, ultimately becoming an Associate Dean of Administration
and Student Development. A desire to help more individuals has led to
EduKatedSTEM where she provides career and professional development
to those pursuing STEM careers.

Table 23: GWIS LA Leadership



The Los Angeles chapter of Graduate Women in Science
was established on August 16th, 2016.  As a local chapter
of GWIS, our goal is to build a supportive community for
women who are pursuing graduate education or post-
graduate careers in STEM disciplines in the Los Angeles
area.  We not only find opportunities and resources to
promote the success of our members, but also to give back
to our community by providing service and mentorship.

Want to become a member? Join here!

Interested in getting more involved? Email us at
losangeles@gwis.org to find out how you can contribute
and shape the future of our chapter. 

https://www.gwis.org/general/custom.asp?page=how_to_join

